This book is an absorbing and exciting account of how vascular' research is developing at the present time, especially in the way new methods of measurement are being applied to clinical problems. It can be strongly recommended as essential reading for all those engaged in the treatment of vascular disease. L T COTTON Digitalis Intoxication by Edward K Chung ppxi+186 £517s $14 Amsterdam: Excerpta Medica Foundation 1969 The author tells us in the preface that no previous monograph on this subject has appeared in the world literature. This is indeed surprising, for digitalis is not only one of the most commonly used drugs in clinical practice but also one of the most dangerous.
In one respect, Dr Chung is unfortunate in the timing of publication. The accurate measurement of blood and tissue concentrations of digoxin has only recently become a practical possibility and a new surge of knowledge will doubtless soon make parts of the book out-dated. The early chapters on the pharmacology and administration of digitalis are in any case disappointing. The same cannot be said of the principal chapter which reviews the manifestations of digitalis toxicity.' Dr Chung provides a comprehensive and well-documented account of its protean manifestations. The text is illustrated by numerous well-produced electrocardiograms. The importance of nodal arrhythmias is properly stressed for they are common and frequently misinterpreted.
The monograph is expensive and some may feel that its value could have been enhanced by omitting some material which is not strictly relevant, and by reducing the number of case histories. Nevertheless, the book should be available to all who have an interest in the treatment of heart failure.
'. . . the cause of death in patients with refractory congestive heart failure can often be attributed to digitalis' (p 2). It can be, but unfortunately this possibility is usually overlooked.
D A CHAMBERLAIN

Physical Principles of Ultrasonic Diagnosis by P N T Wells pp viii+282 80s
London & New York: Academic Press 1969 This book is the first in a series intended to give the physical basis of techniques at present applied in clinical medicine.
The first section deals with the fundamental physics of transmission of ultrasonic energy through a medium, reflections and refractions which occur at boundaries between media of different impedance and absorption in biological materials.
Transducer design is the most important part of the system, and a separate chapter is devoted to the detailed characteristics of ultrasonic transducers. It is also most important to know the total power transmitted by the transducer, and this is considered.
An extensive chapter deals with the electronic circuits of pulse echo techniques. This section contains a discussion on data presentation systems with specific reference to clinical application, including differential diagnosis of malignant and benign tumours, liver disease and neurosurgery. These techniques have also been widely applied in obstetrics; reference is made to foetal cephalometry, diagnosis of hydatidiform mole and localization of the placenta.
The chapter on Doppler techniques deals with the fundamental equations relating velocity to Doppler shift as well as the system used for transmission and reception. The circuitry detail
